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banks. Early in the morning the villagers began to
assemble, and to keep up with us as we proceeded on.
At one place, where the boat touched the banks, a
crowd armed with bludgeons came, and was ready to
attack us. They imagined that Mr Nicholls was on
board, but on one or two zemindars, with our consent,
searching the boat, and finding he was not with us, we
were allowed to go on. At the same time, we were
warned of the probability of being stopped further
down'by men of the Dhobi Pergunnah. At Karrakut,
a large town on the left bank of the Goomtee, our ves-
sel was brought too. Mr Fane, the magistrate, sent for
the tahsildar and darogah. Their authority, however,
was gone, and so were unable to render us any assist-
ance. A crowd of two or three hundred natives had
now collected at the ghat. Several Kajpoot zemindars
came on board, who were friendly disposed, and who
said they were willing to accompany us, and to use
their influence should the Dhobi people stop us. A
Lalla, named Hingun Lall, said he also was willing to
go with us. But we now met with a very serious ob-
stacle to our progress. The boatmen refused to go
with us any f urther. To have proceeded without them
would have been madness, as the river at this season of
the year was both narrow and shallow, and we our-
selves could not manage the bo%at Besides, beyond the
single charges in our fire-arms, I believe no one had
any ammunition. In this dilemma, Lalla Hingun Lall
proposed that we should abandon the boat, and take up
our quarters for a time in his house. He stated that